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Richard W. Hamming Faculty Award for Teaching, Lyn Whitaker (2019)
Dear Colleagues,
I am pleased to announce that Dr. Lyn Whitaker, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Operations Research, is the NPS Academic Year 2019 Richard W. Hamming Teaching Award 
winner in recognition of her exceptional teaching. Professor Whitaker excelled in all three 
criteria for the Hamming award: outstanding teaching, excellence in thesis supervision, and 
strength of contribution to NPS students beyond the classroom.
Dr. Whitaker joined NPS at the end of 1988. Before that she was an Assistant Professor in the
Probability and Statistics Department of the UC Santa Barbara, receiving her PhD in Statistics
from UC Davis in 1985. She spent a  post-doc and sabbatical year in the Statistics 
Department at the University of Pittsburgh and a short “experience tour” with  J-1 on the 
Joint Staff. Her early work was in non-parametric reliability estimation methods and isotonic 
regression. While at NPS, with its rich opportunities and access to  real, complex, messy and 
ever larger datasets, her interests and skills evolved. Early on, she was instrumental in 
introducing Splus,  the closely related precursor to the statistical computing environment R, 
to the OR curriculum. 
Dr. Whitaker has advised and co-advised over 150 thesis. She and Dr. Sam Buttrey were the 
first to develop an NPS Data Mining (Machine Learning) course which they have taught in 
various incarnations for the past twenty years. While providing assistance to in-theater 
analyst during the Iraq War, it became clear that NPS students need facility with what is now 
called Data Science. Dr. Whitaker and Dr. Buttrey introduced mapping and Data Science 
tools, first into the Data Mining course and later pushed them into the required MS OR 
statistics sequence. The material in these courses became the basis of the OR MS Data 
Analytics Track, mandatory for Army students and now open to Marine Corp and Navy 
students. It also became the basis of the cross-disciplinary Data Science (distance learning) 
certificate program. 
Dr. Whitaker’s more recent work, joint with Dr. Buttrey, includes a book “A Data Scientists 
Guide to Acquiring, Cleaning, and Managing Data in R”, work in learning distances for 
multivariate mixed-type observations from the data using classification and regression trees, 
and most recently using statistical learning techniques in survival analysis applied to DoD 
manpower problems. 
I want to thank the Hamming Teaching Award Committee comprised of Professor Robert 
Eger, Chair, Associate Professor David Canright, Associate Professor Gail Thomas, Assistant 
Professor Afshon Ostovar, Senior Lecturer Quinn Kennedy, Lt Christina Gatti, and Captain 
Gilbert Perez for their excellent job in selecting this very deserving award winner.
Dr. Whitaker embodies the varied types of teaching contributions the Richard W. Hamming 
Award is intended to recognize. Please join me in congratulating her.
Sincerely,
Steven R. Lerman
Provost and Academic Dean
Naval Postgraduate School
